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INTRODUCTION


There are several qualities that are to be present in the lives of the Children of God. Paul calls them the fruit of the Spirit. The first fruit is love. The second is joy. The third is peace. The fourth is patience. Patience may be defined as the ability to wait upon God to work according to His timetable. Because of the presence of the Living Lord, we experience the loving care and guidance of God. We have confidence that God will make the worst of circumstances work for our good (Romans 8:28). Therefore, patience is appropriate throughout all of life.  

I.
WE CAN HAVE PATIENCE IN THE MIDST OF DAILY ROUTINE!

1. We can have patience in the midst of daily duties.

2. We can have patience in the midst of daily temptations.

3. We can have patience in the midst of daily injustices.

We can be patient because we know that Romans 8:28 is true: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” 

II.
WE CAN HAVE PATIENCE IN THE MIDST OF WEEKLY RITUAL! 

1. We can have patience in the midst of Spirit-less worship.

2. We can have patience in the midst of Spirit-less prayer.
3. We can have patience in the midst of Spirit-less preaching.
We can be patient because we know that Matthew 18:20 is true: “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

III.
WE CAN HAVE PATIENCE IN THE MIDST OF ETERNAL EXPECTATION!

1. We can have patience in the midst of the delayed entrance into perfection.

2. We can have patience in the midst of the delayed blessings & rewards from God.

3. We can have patience in the midst of the delayed return of the Lord.
We can be patient because we know that John 14:3 is true: “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

CONCLUSION


We can have patience in all of life’s circumstances—a patience that is based upon a confident trust in the words of our Living Lord. We have learned by experience that God’s loving care is unchanging toward us. We have learned by experience that God is trustworthy, always working to bring Romans 8:28 to fulfillment in our lives. Thus, we can truly have patience even when circumstances appear to have no positive end in sight!
 

The rationale for having the fruit of the Spirit, including patience, is found in verses 24-25: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live in the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

Chorus: “Learning to lean. Learning to lean. I’m learning to lean on Jesus.

Finding more power than I’d ever dreamed, I’m learning to lean on Jesus.

1. A joy I can’t explain is filling my soul Since the day I met Jesus, my King.

His blessed Holy Spirit is leading my way; He is teaching, and I’m learning to lean.


Repeat Chorus

2. There’s glorious vict’ry each day now for me As I dwell in His peace so serene.

He helps me with each task if only I ask; Every day now I am learning to lean.”


Repeat Chorus

